
HABITS OF MIND 

7th Grade Science 

Ms. Gates/Room 111 

 
HOW TO ENTER THE CLASSROOM 
 

 Pick up your daily paperwork from the black table in the front of the room as you 

enter the classroom. 

 Begin your daily quiz BEFORE the bell rings.   

 Sit in your assigned seat and face the Smartboard. 

 Ms. Gates will randomly call on students to share their quiz answers.  Be ready to 

participate!  

 
HOW TO SIT IN YOUR SEAT PROPERLY 
 

 Sit with your chair facing the front of the room. 

 Keep all four chair legs on the floor.  The floor is hard and it hurts if you fall 

down and hit it. 

 Do your best to prevent the tables from squeaking and wobbling. 

 Keep hands and feet to yourself. 

 Ask for permission to go to the bathroom and then sign out before you leave.  

You do not need to ask to get a drink or sharpen your pencil. 

 Remain seated when the end-of-class bell rings.  Ms. Gates will dismiss you when 

your tables are organized. 

 
HOW TO FOLLOW TEACHER DIRECTIONS 
 

 If you hear the bell, stop what you are doing and look at Ms. Gates.   

 Follow directions the first time given. 

 
HOW TO COMPLETE AND TURN IN ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 Remain on task at all times.  If you finish an assignment early, find something to 

do.  I suggest puzzles, read a book, or work on other homework. 

 Ms. Gates will personally collect your homework while you are taking the daily 

quiz.  Give her the assignment whether you are finished or not.  If the assignment 

is incomplete, attend E.A.T. to finish it.  Pick up the assignment from Ms. Gates 

on your way to E.A.T. and give it to the E.A.T. teacher when you are finished. 

 FYI- if you need to submit late work, turn it in to the blue homework basket in the 

back of the room. Write "ABSENT" if it is late due to an excused absence. 

 In order to receive credit, all assignment must be of 7
th

 grade quality.  I expect… 

o Neat penmanship or typed papers 

o Doodle-free papers 

o Rip-free papers 

o Papers with names, dates and period #’s 

o Completed assignments (not ones that are partially finished) 

o Effort, effort, effort! 

 



HOW TO COMPLETE AND TURN IN TESTS 
 

 Pick up your test booklet from table as you enter the classroom. 

 Place your books/supplies on the back counter or under your table. 

 Put up your no-peeky folder. 

 Turn in your test answer sheet to the blue basket when you are finished.  Return 

your test booklet to the front table for the next class to pick up. 

 Grab a puzzle/word search when you are finished.  These are NOT extra credit so 

you may keep them when you’re finished. 

 
HOW TO OBTAIN SUPPLIES 
 

 Choose one responsible person from your table to obtain supplies for everyone 

from the ruler drawer, calculator boxes, art supply cupboard etc. 

 The class will be dismissed when all supplies are returned and the classroom is 

clean. 

 If supplies are on your table when you enter class (rulers, lab materials etc.), you 

may touch them AFTER Ms. Gates gives you directions about how to use them. 

 
INDIVIDUAL WORK, PARTNER WORK & GROUP WORK 
 

 Ms. Gates will tell you if an assignment is to be completed individually, with a 

partner, or with your group.  

o Individual assignments: Write an “I” on top of your assignment and circle 

it.  If you have questions, ask the teacher ONLY. 

o Partner assignments:  Write a “P” on top of your assignment and circle it.  

Partners will discuss the problems as they progress through the 

assignments.  DO NOT divide the problems in half or allow your partner 

to simply copy an answer off of your page. 

o Group assignments:  Write a “G” on top of your assignment and circle it.  

Discuss ALL problems and answers as a group.  Everyone must 

participate equally.  REMAIN AT YOUR ASSIGNED WORK AREA.  

 
MAKEUP WORK 
 

 Obtain makeup work from the black slots (above the black table) as you enter the 

classroom.  Work from the current week is labeled by day. 

 If you need makeup work from the week prior, speak to Ms. Gates about this 

during lunch, before school, or after school. 

 Pre-excused absence forms: Place them on my desk during the daily quiz.  Please 

do not give them to me more than a week in advance of your trip. 

 Turn in late work (from absence) to the blue basket.  Write “ABSENT” in capital 

letters at the top of the page.  You have two days to make up an assignment for 

every day that you are absent. 

 



TRIPS TO LOCKER / PERSONAL BELONGINGS 
 

 You may return personal belongings to your locker at the end of class (after the 

bell rings). 

 You are allowed to get a jacket from your locker if the room is too cold. 

 Do not fiddle with items in class that distract you or your classmates from the task 

at hand (ex: rubber bands, taking apart pens/pencils). 

 
HOW & WHEN TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS WITH THE TEACHER 
 

 If your assigned seat presents a significant problem, discuss this with me before or 

after class. 

 If you have a problem with another student, see me immediately or write me an 

anonymous note about the problem and place it on my desk. 

 Pre-arrange all visits to the counselor.  To visit Mr. Van Nice, set it up before 

class and have a pink pass signed from him so that you can leave.  ***If the 

situation is an emergency, you may call his office from my room to see if he is 

available. 

 
HELPING OTHERS 
 

 If you notice that a classmate is distressed, please let me know.  Be a good friend 

to them and try to cheer them up. 

 If someone drops something on the floor and you are close to it, pick it up. 

 You are responsible for making sure the area around you is clean.  If you see trash 

near you that you did not put there, throw it away. 

 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS 
 

 If you have something to say, raise your hand until I call on you to say it unless 

you are instructed to respond as a class (look for my hand signal). 

 When the teacher or another student is speaking, show them your eyes. 

 Let others finish speaking before you speak.  This is the polite thing to do. 

 Ask relevant questions ONLY. 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT PROCEDURES/EXPECTATIONS 
 

 Only bring snacks to class during 3
rd

 period (as long as we are not doing a lab).  

You are encouraged to bring a clear water bottle with you to class! 

 Only handle equipment that you are instructed to use and that you know how to 

use.   

 When a substitute teacher is present, all class rules still apply.  Do your best to 

assist the sub so that class can run smoothly. 

 Chromebook Rules: (1) No food or drink while using Chromebooks (2) Periods 4 

& 6 will return Chromebooks to the cart when finished (3) Use your assigned 

Chromebook number (4) School work only. 


